
Winter 2026 Electives 

 

Lyric Love: Using Song Lyrics to Inform and Inspire Your Wri?ng – 6 Classes 

Do you love song lyrics? Do you love wri1ng? This workshop will combine those loves in a series 
of two-part classes. During the first part each class, we’ll listen to 1-2 songs by talented 
songwriters spanning the last several decades (e.g. Paul Simon, Leonard Cohen, PaH Smith, 
Dolly Parton, Lou Reed, Bruce Springsteen, Lauryn Hill, Tori Amos, Indigo Girls, Beyonce, Lorde, 
etc.).  We will then analyze the lyrics through a literary lens, looking at elements such as 
imagery, metaphor, storytelling, sound, etc., with an aim toward the answering the ques1on: 
What makes these lyrics ar1s1cally interes1ng (or not)? The second part of class will be 
genera1ve – you will use the lyrics we’ve studied as a jumping off point for your own in-class 
wri1ng. The genre of the wri1ng you produce in class will be up to you – you can use the 
prompts to write prose, poetry, lyrics or anything else the music inspires.  

When: Tuesdays, 11am-12:30pm EST on 1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24 

Cost: $305 

Teacher: Emily Weinstein 

 

 

The Sound of Silence: A Workshop on White Space & Lineation – 1 Class 

This workshop examines the expressive potential of white space, line breaks, and enjambment 
as essential elements of poetic craft. Rather than treating the page as a neutral backdrop, we 
will consider how spatial decisions guide a reader’s pace, shape their expectations, and deepen 
a poem’s thematic resonance. Participants will explore how lineation can create tension or 
release, how silence can underscore emotional nuance, and how the visual architecture of a 
poem can influence meaning. By the end of the course, writers will have a better understanding 
of how form and content are inseparable. 

When: Thursday, January 15th  5pm – 6:30pm EST– 1.5hrs 

Cost: $50 

Teacher:  Shavahn Dorris-Jefferson 

 

 

To register, contact Emily at emilyw7@gmail.com and send payment through Zelle, Venmo or 
PayPal by 1/2/26 
 

mailto:emilyw7@gmail.com


 

Teacher Bios: 

 
 
Emily Weinstein Blacker is a writer, teacher and editor. As the founder of the Figure Eight 
Writers’ Workshop, she has taught numerous crea1ve nonfic1on workshops to many devoted 
students since 2018. Her wri1ng has appeared in Ninth Le)er, Fourth Genre, Under the Sun, 
Pithead Chapel and other literary magazines. She is the former nonfic1on editor for The Maine 
Review, worked for many years as a high school English teacher, and currently works with 
middle school, high school and college students as a tutor and learning specialist. She holds an 
MFA in Wri1ng from Vermont College of Fine Arts. 
 

 

 
 
Shavahn Dorris-Jefferson is a writer and educator. Her work has appeared in Off 
Assignment, New Ohio Review, HerStry, Ra)le, Painted Bride Quarterly, Cimarron Review, Carve 
Magazine, Salamander, The BalHmore Review, Sugar House Review and other journals. She 
received an MFA from Vermont College of Fine Arts and is the former co-poetry editor of The 
Maine Review. Her work has been nominated for Best American Essays and the Pushcart Prize.  
 
 
 

 
 


